
 
 

Sometimes I Feel Like A Motherless Child 
William Barton – Odetta – Peter Paul & Mary 

 
Intro: Bb(2) A7(2) Dm(4) x 2 

 
Dm                              

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 

Gm                             Dm 
Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 

Dm                              
Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 

   Bb   A7           Dm 
A long way from home 

   Bb   A7           Dm  
A long way from home 

 
Dm 

Sometimes I feel like a mournin’ dove 
Gm                             Dm 

Sometimes I feel like a mournin’ dove 
Dm 

Sometimes I feel like a mournin’ dove 

   Bb    A7          Dm 
A long way from home 

   Bb   A7           Dm   
A long way from home 

 
Dm 

Sometimes I feel like I can’t go on 
Gm                            Dm 

Sometimes I feel like I can’t go on 
Dm 

Sometimes I feel like I can’t go on 
   Bb    A7          Dm 

A long way from home 
   Bb   A7           Dm   

A long way from home 

 
 

Instrumental (optional) 
 

 
 



Dm 

Who’s got a shoulder when I need to cry 

Gm                      Dm  
I feel restless and I don’t know why 

Dm 
I cry for help but still feel alone 

         Bb                        A7                 Dm 
Like a motherless child a long way from home 

         Bb                        A7                  Dm 
Like a motherless child a long way from home 

 
      Dm 

But I know the Lord’s gonna help me along 
      Gm                              Dm 

But I know the Lord’s gonna help me along 
      Dm 

But I know the Lord’s gonna help me along 

            Bb            A7           Dm 
Help me find … my way back home 

             Bb           A7           Dm  
Help me find … my way back home 

 
Dm                              

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 
Gm                             Dm 

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 
Dm                              

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 
   Bb   A7           Dm … hold 

A long way from home 
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